Giant Australia Day for Perth Teenager
You could forgive Western Australian Pitcher Cameron Lamb for possibly confusing his loyalties this past Australia Day when he decided to spend a large part of his foreseeable future in the United States. While the rest of Australia was celebrating our national day the lanky right hander agreed to be the San Francisco Giants first Australian recruit when he signed a 7 year deal with the glamour club.
Fresh from playing a prominent role in Western Australia’s U/18 national championships victory in Geelong Cameron is looking forward to heading across to extended spring training now that the deal has been finalised. “The Giants are going to take me over this year so I can get started in their program right away” said an excited Cameron. After suffering quite a serious elbow injury when he was younger Lamb wasn’t expecting a professional offer and had his sights set on US colleges. “It is a great opportunity which I thought may not come after injuring my elbow”.
An opportunity that Giants scout Jim Patterson was keen to provide having just moved from a rival club who whilst having a presence weren’t doing much here in Australia. According to Patterson “the Giants were out here in Australia about five years ago and weren’t active but they have now made a solid commitment to scouting Asia and Australia”. A commitment that was confirmed when the Giants approached Patterson’s boss, scouting legend John Cox and asked him to bring his experience and knowledge to the Asia Pacific role.  
Cox and Patterson wasted no time getting stuck in down under and in January ran a watchful eye over both the U/18 AAA and U/16 AA national championships. After having seen Lamb pitch where he reached speeds of 88mph and a meeting with Cameron and his family the Giants made a significant offer to his agent Stuart Hanrahan before the end of the U/18 tournament. Several other teams had also shown interest in signing the West Australian but it was the Giants who won out with a contract worth over $100,000.
Both Cox and Patterson were impressed with the youngster’s size and control. “Cameron is very young but has all the qualities we look for in a pitcher – size, composure and command of four pitches” according to Patterson. “We project that he will have the size to make an outstanding pitcher. He has great composure and is able to strike hitters out”.
A prodigy of the Western Australia Institute of Sport (WAIS) Cameron will continue to work with WAIS Head Coach Don Kyle for the next few months as he prepares himself for his first stint in the minor leagues. The Giants will send Cameron to their spring training camp in Arizona in April where his typically Aussie work ethic and accent should win him many admirers in both the coaching and playing ranks. The importance of being the first Aussie in the Giants system is not lost on Cameron as is the need to make a good first impression. “I know it will be hard work and I intend to make the most of the opportunity” he said.
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